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: tbl war in viet ‘Mam’
. bas continued, the struggle In
Wuhmztm between rivst

Mf Dess end intensity. There
[““have Been angry mutterings

*'of resignation—not earried
oo "iewt in practice—and high
' sbout drift and dan-

Jbeen  eaused by clashes in
t;mpeument but the central

‘saces over public policy.

" emn s tew d-ya earlier, it
iy a9ned clear to & few dis-

» Department that the mili-
.ﬁry struggle had begun to
odrn - slawly yet decisively
mimt the Communist
!areel =
! Thiy basic military fact
has been obscured by the
-~ later political storms but the
" aVvallable evidence confirms
- this trend. Only shout 10 per
e ‘cent of the Communist
forces, which number some
what less than 25,000 men,
.comes from outside Viet
- Nam.

This background deserves
oconsiderable emphasis for it
shows that the Defenss De-
‘partment and the Central In-
telligence Agency sare en-
titled to praise for this lim-
ited achievement. As the
weeks dragged on, however,
it became painfully evident
that both of them were guilty
of shambling insccuracies in
reading the political asitus-
tion in Viet Nam.

When the debate behind
the scenes is made public
years from now, no ons will

ChAl g2 el
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'nepmment, on the basis of

inside the adminis-
hag grown in bitter- wi

Part of the tension has

problem arises from differ-
“BY the middle of April, or

éumlnl officlals ln the State - .

. Btate Department?

be able € deny that the Bt

sight, had & far nuter in
sight into the wue situation
in Viet Nam than any other
agency io the Amerjcan gov-
ernment. Yet the State De-
partment has faced & 8es- ° -
perate and wearing struggle

fo get ita view embodied in

American policy. - ‘“ .

Rthcnnllmultank.t

the blame on the most wvul-
nerable scapegoats. What fa
an easter target than the

It will be said that the
State Department loat South .
Viet Nam just as it once lost
Chins. That charge is wrong
about Chins, and it certainly
pever can be trus about Viet
Nam.

The record will show thlt
the Stste Department from

the very beginning saw the "
tragic significance of the U0 Judse, is doing a first-rety

Diem government's attack on  JOD in very hard vonditions.
the students. It understood Secondly, the action "8
the moral decay and political Senator Church snd som« 0
cruelty that prompted the
campaign sgainat the Bud- Ing to cut off ald i designed
dhists. It regretted the timid, to srengthsh President xg
blundering snd incensistent nédy in his gs with ¥
appeal mada to the grmy in  Diem
Viet Nam to sasert m inde-
pendence.

It mrgues now that if it &
hard to find an alternative
ta the Diem group, the blame
rests in no smalil parf an the
unfortunate 13

£ it resiria necessary
forms in Viet Nam o #: 84 .
flirta with o danger of Bty
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